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MASTER PLAN PROCESS
WHAT ARE THE GOALS?
• Conservation, Preservation and Limited Development 
• Promote Passive Recreation and Environmental Education 
• Creative, Simple and Effective Park Design Solutions – Low Maintenance
• Compatibility with Surroundings and Existing Recreation Facilities 

SITE INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS
• What type of recreation can the site handle? (Hydrology, Soils, Slopes, Wetlands………)
• Where and what are the important natural, historical, cultural features? 
• How accessible is the site?

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
• What does the public want?
• What are the needs in the community?
• Does the parks goals fit into the community and other completed studies?

On-Site Meetings were conducted for the Northern Parcel and the Southern Parcel on June 27 and July 
27, 2009, respectively. The Site hikes allowed Committee Members, stakeholders and McLane Associates a 
chance to 

- see and explore the site - to complete initial Site Inventory and Analysis
- to discuss development options - to identify major site constraints and benefits         
- to document the public’s ideas/thoughts       - to discuss park access and parking areas 

CONCEPT PLANS AND PREPARATION OF MASTER SITE PLAN
• Mapping with Phases, Narrative Report, Cost Estimate ……
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KEY PERSON INTERVIEWS

Current Key Person Interview List 

• Susan Beecher – Pike Co. Conservation

• Sally Corrigan – Pike Co. Planning Commission 

• Jeff Rosalsky – Pike Environmental Education Center

• Milford Water Authority Board

• A few adjacent neighbors

• PA DCNR – Tim Ladner, Tim Bulch

PA DCNR states that the purpose of key person 
interviews is to give community leaders (beyond 
the elected officials) an opportunity to voice their 
concerns and respond to a standard set of 
questions. This engages these individuals, with
substantial influence in the community, in the 
planning process.
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STUDY COMMITTEE & PUBLIC MEETINGS
Study Committee Meeting #1 (June 11, 2009) - Kick Off Meeting

Study Committee Meeting #2 (June 27, 2009) – Northern Parcel hike
- Trail width able to handle two-people side by side (5-8’ width), Mile markers
- Potential loop trail with pond as destination point
- New trails will be built as sustainable as possible (follow contours, avoid wetlands, eliminate fall lines)
- Keep away from property line and houses as much as possible
- Interpretive signage (plant/tree tags)
- Shelter/Kiosk for map and educational information (rattlesnakes, pond, wildlife, etc.) 
- Benches that blend into nature along trail (rest areas)
- Clear portions of the meadow area loop trail begins/ terminates at this location

Study Committee Meeting #3 (July 27, 2009) – Southern Parcel hike
- Proposed parking area #1 is too close to Sawkill Creek, an EV Stream.  New location will be assessed.
- A portion of the meadow areas in the Southern Parcel will be maintained (mowed)
- A few wildlife blinds may be added to the meadow areas to observe birds and wildlife
- The existing trails need minor clearing in most locations – limb up trees, mow, rake
- The main loop will be directed away from the New Jersey Camp and other private property areas 

along the lake to reduce trespassing
- Access to the lake will be limited to two areas; they will include a picnic table and a trash receptacle, 

which the township will empty
- There will be no swimming or boating
- Fish at your own discretion
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STUDY COMMITTEE & PUBLIC MEETINGS
Study Committee Meeting #4 (September 21, 2009) – Critical Review of Concept Plans

- Can billboards be used as educational tools to promote conservation, watershed education or 
highlight “green” or conservation companies? Billboards are leased from Township – township does 
not control what is placed on board.

- All trails will be non-motorized (hikers, bikes, x-country)
- Probably no equestrian because trailers would require a larger parking area
- No dog park will be proposed for concept, dogs allowed in preserve on a leash
- Sawkill is an EV stream and it is linked to the Milford water supply – try to keep trails and parking 

areas away from floodplain. 
- Bringing in stone or mulch for a trail tread is still considered fill material and requires a permit. 
- A potential shelter will be proposed for Phase 2 near the pond in the north.
- Trail widths: South (Main trail is 5’, Spur trails are 18”); North (Trail is 3-5’), Narrower trails can help       

minimize disturbance. A 1 ft safety zone will be alongside the trail as well. 
- Proposed parking areas were confirmed as documented on map with 6-8 stalls
- Dawn to Dusk hours
- Picnic table(s) and trash receptacle by lake
- Place private property sign near NJ Camp
- Place only one rustic looking gazebo in northern parcel meadow (maybe 20’ diameter); visit Child’s 

Park for an example
- Funding: DCNR grant for master plan study (50/50 match), construction from Dingman Township 

general fund with no increase in taxes, no cost to Milford Township at this time

Public Hearing #1 (October 28, 2009) – Milford Township Municipal Building
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SITE LOCATION
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SITE DIRECTIONS
- Take Interstate 84 to Milford exit

- Follow Route 6 West to where Sawkill Road and Twin Lakes Road Intersect Route 6
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SITE HISTORY
• Over the last few years, Charles Bridge began the process of 

donating his family’s 300 acres of property to Dingman Township 
following the completion of a Conservation Easement through
the North American Lands Trust.

• The Preserve is easily accessible by local residents and tourists. 

• Historic Route 6 transects the property and essentially splits the 
property into two main parcels – one in eastern Dingman Township 
and the other in western Milford Township.

• The approximately 66 acre parcel to the south is primarily wooded 
with a large open meadow at the interior,400 feet of frontage on Sawkill
Pond (lake), and a 1000 linear foot section of Sawkill Creek (an Exceptional 
Value stream).

• The northern parcel is situated in Milford Township and consists of 233 
wooded acres with a small spring-fed pond and an eight acre meadow. 

• Portions of the Preserve (southern parcel) were maintained and X-country skiing was a nice amenity.

• McLane Associates contacted the Pike County Historical Society and a historian from Shohola

-- Does anyone attending this meeting have information to share about the Preserve? 
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MUNICIPALITIES AND COMMUNITIES

DINGMAN TOWNSHIP MILFORD TOWNSHIP

BLOOMING GROVE

DELAWARE TOWNSHIP

PORTER TOWNSHIP SHOHOLA TOWNSHIP

WHAT ARE THE LOCAL AND REGIONAL COMMUNITIES LIKE?
DEMOGRAPHICS, GROWTH PATTERNS, 

COMMUNITY NEEDS, EXISTING AMENITIES AND PARKS
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SURROUNDING PARKS

Local Parks within 10 Miles: 
• Delaware State Forest
• George W. Childs Recreation Site
• Pike County Park

Regional Parks and Open Space 
• Promised Land State Park
• Bushkill Falls
• Lacawac Sanctuary
• Pecks Pond
• Pocono Environmental Educational Center
• Upper Delaware Scenic and Recreation River 
• Matamoras Veterans Memorial
• Ledgedale Natural Area Lake Wallenpaupack
• State Gamelands
• Lake Shohola Recreation Area Gamelands 180
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CONSERVED LANDS

STATE PARK

STATE FOREST

BRIDGE PRESERVE

NATIONAL RECREATION AREA

STATE GAMELANDS

COUNTY PARK
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LAND USE MAP
MAJOR LAND USES

DECIDUOUS AND CONIFEROUS FOREST
WATER/WOODY WETLAND



WATERSHED MAP

BRIDGE PRESERVE - MASTER SITE PLAN

MAJOR WATERSHEDS
SAWKILL CREEK

VANDERMARK CREEK



SURFACE WATERS
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MAJOR WATERWAYS
SAVANTINE (EV)

SAWKILL CREEK (EV)



SITE INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS
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AERIAL MAP
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USGS TOPOGRAPHIC MAP (Edgemere quad)
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SOILS
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SLOPES
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SLOPE
8-15%

SLOPE
0-3%



NWI WETLANDS
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VEGETATION
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Survey done by Janet Ebert and Jack Holt from the North American Land Trust

Northern Parcel

Canopy of oak, maple, black gum, sassafras, 
some white pine and pitch pine

Understory of huckleberry, mountain laurel, 
sheep laurel, teaberry and lowbush blueberry

Meadow has brome, sweet fern, spiraea, 
barberry, multiflora rose, goldenrod, asters 

Southern Parcel

More diverse and richer is species and habitats

Oaks, maple, black gum, birch, sassafras, some white 
pine and pitch pine

Understory of huckleberry, sheep laurel, teaberry, 
lowbush blueberry, barberry, green brier and 
viburnum, highbush blueberry and buttonbush near 
water

Old field has grasses, spiraea, barberry, multiflora
rose, goldenrod, asters, strawberry, yarrow, etc.  



PNDI ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
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PNDI ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

Meeting with Game Commission

December 16, 2009



EXISTING CONDITIONS
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NORTHERN PARCEL
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Woodlands, Existing Trail Lowland Area

Near Twin Lakes Road Existing Trail



NORTHERN PARCEL
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Woodlands Understory Pond

Meadow Area Meadow Area



SOUTHERN PARCEL
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Existing Road/Trails Sawkill Pond

Existing Creek Crossing Sawkill Creek



SOUTHERN PARCEL
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Rock Outcropping Successional Meadow

Sawkill Creek Riparian Area Pine Stand
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Woodlands Successional Meadow

Existing Trail Stone Wall



CONCEPTS
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NORTHERN PARCEL
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REGIONAL CONNECTIVITY
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REGIONAL CONNECTIVITY
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SOUTHERN PARCEL
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WALKING TRAIL WITH LOG BENCHES
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PATH WITH BENCHES AND TREE ID TAGS
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WOODLAND TRAIL
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POND ECOLOGY SIGN
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NORTHERN MEADOW
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NORTHERN MEADOW- MAINTAINED AREA
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APPROX. 1 ACRE



NORTHERN MEADOW- MAINTAINED OPTION 1
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NORTHERN MEADOW- MAINTAINED OPTION 2
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NORTHERN MEADOW- MAINTAINED OPTION 3

BRIDGE PRESERVE - MASTER SITE PLAN



PROPOSED AMENITIES
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TYPICAL TRAILHEAD

BRIDGE PRESERVE - MASTER SITE PLAN



TRAILHEAD LOCATION – NORTHERN
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TRAILHEAD LOCATION – SOUTHERN
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LOG BENCHES
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PRESERVE EDUCATIONAL SIGNAGE
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INTERPRETIVE TREE SIGNAGE

BRIDGE PRESERVE - MASTER SITE PLAN



SHELTER

BRIDGE PRESERVE - MASTER SITE PLAN



COST ESTIMATE
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NEXT STEPS
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FUNDING AND DEVELOPMENT
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STAY TRUE TO PARK AND COUNTY GOALS

The planning for passive recreation on the Bridge Preserve is compatible with: 
• the Conservation Easement through the North American Lands Trust (2007)
• the Route 6 Scenic Byway
• the Pike County (2006) and Dingman Township (1999) Comprehensive Plans
• the Milford Borough/Milford Township Joint Comprehensive Plan
• the Pike County Open Space, Greenways & Recreation Plan (currently under development)
• the Milford Water Authority’s Source Water Protection Plan (2006).



FUNDING AND DEVELOPMENT
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APPLY FOR GRANTS



? QUESTIONS ?
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